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Mentoring a public school student through the Volunteers for Youth PAL Program is a highlight in the week of several Centrilift employees.  

“There is nothing more rewarding than seeing my mentee’s smile when I arrive at the school.  If you want to make an impact in your own life, spend an hour a week giving,” said Centrilift Cable Plant Cost Accountant, Roger Lister.  Lister has mentored the same student for four years. 

The PAL Program is a school based mentoring program that pairs an adult (mentor) with a particular student (mentee) for the weekly meetings.  The meetings take place at the school site during the school day.  Mentors strive to become the student’s friend, role model, motivator and personal advocate.

The PAL Program is currently seeking volunteer mentors for the upcoming school year.  Mentors can participate at Claremore, Sequoyah, Verdigris, Justus-Tiawah, Oologah-Talala, Foyil or Chelsea schools.  Orientation and training for new mentors is required and each mentor must submit to a background check.  Mentors must be at least 18 years of age.


“The main question I get about mentoring is ‘How often do you have to mentor?’ I explain that through the PAL program you mentor a child only during the school year and it’s only 1 hour per week. The times and day are usually flexible depending on the child’s class schedule,” added Lister.


“I think one of the most important things I can do for my mentee is simply be available and encourage him to feel good about his purpose in life.  The world is a big and complicated place but my mentee is the most important element in that world when I am with him.  This does not mean that he is always right, flawless or needing to have his way.  It just means that for a few minutes in our meetings, he is who I want to understand

and hear opinions from, or learn his interpretation of the activity at hand,” said Centrilift Cable Plant Purchasing/Production Control Manager, Charlie Collie.  

Centrilift Inventory Manager, Barron McMillan, had this to say:  “For the short time I have been a mentor it has been very rewarding, I hope it has been just as rewarding to the young person that I have been fortunate to be a mentor to.”


“We are blessed to have such outstanding mentors in our program from Centrilift.  Centrilift is the definition of a good corporate citizen.  Their dedication and commitment to so many worthwhile causes in our community is phenomenal,” said Melynda Stone, Volunteers for Youth Executive Director.


January is National Mentoring Month.  For more information about the PAL Program or how to volunteer as a mentor, please contact the PAL Coordinator at 343-2530.  January is National Mentoring Month.
