
  Colonial Williamsburg Teacher Institute 
Curriculum Writer Lesson Plan 

Read, Write, Create, 

Debate Independence! 
By: Teresa Potter 

 



  1 
 
 

 

Read, Write, Create, Debate Independence! 

Teresa Potter, NBCT  

The OK Alliance for Geography Ed. T.C.,    

Colonial Williamsburg Master Teacher,    

Mount Vernon Team Washington,                     

Oklahoma A+ Schools Senior Fellow 

Instructional Coach, 

Cooper Middle School 

Putnam City       
tpotter@putnamcityschools.org         

Grade Level:  5th 

 

Purpose/Overview: 

The goal of this lesson is to teach students argumentative writing and the art of debate.  Students 

will also use innovative technology to assist them in the process.   

 

Objectives: 

Standard 2:  Time, Continuity, and Change 

Standard 6:  Power, Authority, and Governance 

Standard 10:  Civic Ideals and Practices 

 

The students will… 

• gain an understanding of the events leading up to the Revolutionary War 

• discuss why the nation’s loyalties were divided prior to the Revolution 

• research facts to back up debate arguments 

• create an xtranormal cartoon to debate independence 

• write a five-paragraph argumentative essay with facts to back up arguments 

• participate in a debate 

 

The students will know… 

• what events led to the American Revolution 

• how cultural and political divisions affected the colony 

• how to write an argumentative essay 

• how to create an animated cartoon 

• how to debate 

 

The students will be able to… 

• research  

• interpret and analyze information 

• explain the events leading up to the Revolutionary War 

• create a movie presentation on animoto.com 
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• participate in a debate 

•  

Materials: 

• Handouts 

 Debate Situation Cards 

 Debate Organizer 

 Debate Rebuttal Organizer 

 Rubric 

• PowerPoint 

• Books or Internet accessibility for research 

• Xtranormal membership 

 

Time Frame:  3-4 class periods 

 

Procedures: 

Day 1-Anticipatory Set 

Ask the students the following questions: 

1) How many of you like to argue? 

2) What techniques do you use in your argument to get your way? 

Tell them that they are going to participate in a debate, but will first research the events leading 

up to the Revolution in order to prepare their arguments. 

 

Teach 

1) Show PowerPoint slides 1-4.  Discuss how sides were divided.  Share primary source 

correspondences from William Franklin to his father Benjamin Franklin on Power Point 

slide.  Discuss how opposing views divided families. 

2) Have students work in groups to discuss and list reasons why the colonists would want to 

be loyalists and reasons why they were patriots 

3) Share lists.  Compare lists to slides 6 & 7 on Power Point. 

 

Day 2 

4)  Show the next 6 slides and teach students about debate 

5)  Have students draw situation cards (these should be colored coded-red=loyalists, 

blue=patriots, and yellow=undecided) and pass out debate organizers.  Instruct students 

to write their card information in first person in the box labeled “situation card.”  Discuss 

what they will write in the “resolution” box.  Demonstrate how to get clues from the 

debate cards for arguments.  Instruct students to use previous list for other argument(s). 
 

Guided Practice 

1) Put them on debate teams according to card color.  Have them read their card aloud and 

get ideas from the group for arguments.  Also, stress the importance of working together 

as a debate team in order to get varied arguments for the actual debate. 
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2) Use the “Debate Organizer” to organize key arguments for debate.  In the evidence 

column, students will list facts and statistics to back up their arguments.  Students will 

finish the graphic organizer by putting personal feelings and opinions about their chosen 

arguments in the appropriate boxes.  Explain that these personal feeling and opinions 

should be strong and convincing in order to persuade the undecided to join their cause.  

3) If time permits or for homework, have students complete the “Debate Rebuttal” graphic 

organizer. 

 

Day 3 

4) Students will write a five-paragraph argumentative essay using their graphic organizer. 

Day 4-Assessment Options 

1) Students will hold a class debate.  Use a rubric to grade students on their participation. 

2) Students will write an opinion essay to explain which side you would have been on if you 

lived during this colonial time period. 

 

Extension and Enrichment: 

Students can… 

▪ Explain/demonstrate xtranormal.com.  Partner opposing sides and have 

them debate on xtranormal.com.  Discuss rebuttal strategies. 

▪ draw a political cartoon to illustrate their chosen debate side.  

▪ research reasons for the French Revolution and compare them to the 

reasons for the American Revolution.  

 

Simplification: 

Students can be partnered for the debate or assigned only one argument to research and present.   

 

Connections: 

National Standards in language arts are addressed in this lesson. 
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Resources 
Organizations 

The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Websites 

www.xtranormal.com  

Pandel, Matthew Brent.  “Declaring Independence:  The Inside Story.”  

http://www.earlyamerica.com/review/2000_fall/independence.html. Archiving Early 

America.  1995-2012. 

Sundra, Ruth.  “Teaching Debate in the Elementary Classroom.”  

http://www.docstoc.com/docs/121314653/Debat-Persuasive-Writingpdf.   Mrs. Sundra’s 

Gifted Resource Class Debate Forum.  May 2006. 

 

“The American Revolution-Loyalists, Fence-sitters and Patriots.”  

http://www.ushistory.org/us/11b.asp.  The Independence Hall Association in 

Philadelphia, 2008-2012.   

W., Jonathan.  “The Patriot-Loyalist Debate.”  

http://criticsandbuilders.typepad.com/amstudiesblog/2007/10/the-patriot-loy.html. 

American Studies:  Critics and Builders of Culture.  October 16, 2007. 

Books 

Fleming, Candice.  Ben Franklin’s Almanac:  Being a True Account of the Good Gentleman’s 

Life.  Scholastic Inc: New York, NY, 200 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.xtranormal.com/
http://www.earlyamerica.com/review/2000_fall/independence.html
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/121314653/Debat-Persuasive-Writingpdf
http://www.ushistory.org/us/11b.asp
http://criticsandbuilders.typepad.com/amstudiesblog/2007/10/the-patriot-loy.html
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Colonial Debate Introduction 

 

 

 

 

On May 15th, 1776, Virginians met at the Capitol in Williamsburg and unanimously passed the 

famous Resolution for Independence.  This document called for their delegates in the 

Continental Congress to propose that the colonies be declared free and independent. 

 

On Wednesday, May 29, 1765, Patrick Henry passed his twenty-ninth birthday in the Capitol at 

Williamsburg.  It was on this day that the infamous Patrick Henry, whom many knew little about 

at this time, proposed to the House of Burgess his controversial Resolves against the Stamp Act, 

and opened a new phase of defiance to British authority. 

 

On the following day, Mr. Thomas Jefferson, a college student at this time, recalled that many 

of the men of influence opposed Patrick Henry’s resolution.  However, Henry was so eloquent 

in his debates and backed his arguments with solid reasoning.  In fact, when he spoke to an 

audience, no one found time to record his exact words because they were so awestruck by his 

speeches.  One member of the House said Henry’s speech was “beyond my powers of 

description.” 

 

Accounts of Henry’s fiery attack had been sent out to other colonies.  Men did not forget 

Patrick Henry’s speech.  His flame spread throughout the entire continent. 

 

Today, we will debate our fate as a nation, as Patrick Henry did during colonial times.  Will we 

remain loyal to the King or declare our independence from Great Britain? 
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Script for Debate 

 

Speaker: The Virginia Convention will now come to order.  Will the clerk rise 

and read the resolution? 

 

Clerk: Resolved, that the delegates appointed to represent this 

 Colony in General Congress be instructed to propose to  

The respectable body TO DECLARE THE UNITED COLONIES FREE AND 

INDEPENDENT STATES absolved from all allegiance to or dependence 

upon the crown or parliament of Great Britain. 

 

Resolved, that a committee be appointed to prepare a DECLARATION 

OF RIGHTS, and such a plan of government as will be most likely to 

maintain peace and order in this colony, and secure substantial and 

equal liberty to the people. 

 

Speaker: The debate on the resolution for independence is now open.  The 

delegates wishing to speak will raise their hands and be recognized.  

You sir, please state your name and then your view on the matter. 

The speaker should encourage the debate to continue with statements such as “Is 
there anyone else who would wish to speak?” 
 
When the debate is concluding, the speaker should close the debate 
By stating, “The debate is now closed.”                  2008 The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
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Script for Roll Call 

 

Speaker: The Virginia Convention will now come to order.  Will the clerk please 

rise and read the resolution once more? 

 

Clerk:   Resolved, that the delegates appointed to represent this  

 Colony in General congress be instructed to propose to the 

respectable body TO DECLARE THE UNITED COLONIES FREE AND 

INDEPENDENT STATES absolved from all allegiance to or dependence 

upon the crown or parliament of Great Britain. 

 

 Resolved, that a committee be appointed to prepare A DECLARATION 

OF RIGHTS, and such a plan of government as will be most likely to 

maintain peace and order in this colony, and secure substantial and 

equal liberty to the people. 

 

Speaker:   We will now vote on the resolution.  All those in favor of declaring 

independence from Great Britain signify by raising your hand. 

 

 Will the Clerk please announce the results of the vote? 

 

Clerk:   The resolution in favor of declaring independence from Great Britain 

has (passed/failed).                            2008 The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
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Introduction: 
State your name, where 
you are from, and give 
other details listed on 
your role card. 

 
Main Body: 
Write a paragraph for 
each argument.  Be sure 
to include facts, feelings 
and opinions.  Be 
persuasive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Clinch your argument 
with your most 
compelling evidence, a 

strong summary 
and/or a powerful 
quote. 

Pre-write and Organize 
Your Speech 

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_mveHL3n_4ME/Se_NMb_AvpI/AAAAAAAABvw/tgq0qfHMp3A/s400/patrick-henry-speech.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sultanknish.blogspot.com/2009/04/extremists-and-moderates-and-future-of.html&usg=__xEBYI4kC6k62hY1ayoT4NK4htBU=&h=400&w=303&sz=48&hl=en&start=11&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=l29vvKDFJJV9gM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=94&prev=/images?q=Patrick+Henry&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7GGIH&tbs=isch:1&ei=b5J2Te6IHILCsAPw0-XBBA


Pick a Side:  Patriot or Loyalist? 

 
Directions:  Work in a group to complete the chart below with arguments for being a patriot and a 
loyalist.  Then, read the Patriot/Loyalist Ideas handout.  Compare your ideas to the handout.     

Patriot Loyalist 
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Name __________________________________      Debate Organizer 
 

 
                    
 
 

Argument 1: 

 

 

 

 

Evidence Feelings/Opinions 

Argument 2: 

 

Evidence Feelings/Opinions 

Argument 3: 

 

Evidence Feelings/Opinions 

 
 

Situation Card:   Resolution:   
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Name _______________________________                 Debate Rebuttal Organizer 
 

 
 
 

Argument 1: 
 
 
 

I don’t agree because… 

Argument 2: 

 

Should we consider….. 

Argument 3: 

 

But what about…. 

 
Concluding Statement:  Secure your argument with a strong summary, your most compelling 
argument/evidence or a powerful quote.   

 

Opposing Resolution: 

I believe this motion should be accepted/rejected because….. 
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Student Name ____________________________________________ Date ______________________________________________  

Debate Topic and Position ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Debate Rubric 

 3 2 1 

Viewpoint Viewpoints are clear 
and organized. 

Most viewpoints are 
clear. 

Viewpoints are unclear 
and disorganized. 

Use of Facts and 

Examples 
Arguments are 
supported with facts 
and examples. 

Most arguments are 
supported with facts 
and examples. 

Arguments lack factual 
support. 

Relevance of 

Supporting 

Arguments 

All supporting 
arguments are relevant. 

Many, but not all, 
supporting arguments 
are relevant. 

Few supporting 
arguments are relevant. 

Strength of 

Arguments 
All arguments are 
strong and convincing. 

Some arguments are 
convincing. 

Arguments are not 
convincing. 

Speaking Voice Voice can always be 
heard. 

Voice is heard most of 
the time. 

Voice is difficult to 
hear. 

Preparation Student is well 
prepared. 

Student needs more 
preparation. 

Student is unprepared 
to defend argument. 

Comments:                                                                                                                                                      Total Score:  _________/18 


